
DEVELOPING COURSE PREREQUISITES AND COREQUSITES  
 

Definitions 

 
A prerequisite: course(s) and/or other requirement(s) that must be completed before taking 
another course.  
 
A Concurrent Prerequisite: course(s) and/or other requirement(s) that must be completed 
before, or taken at the same time as, another course.  
 
A Corequisite: course(s) and/or other requirement(s) that must be taken at the same time as 
other course(s) and/or requirement(s).  
 
Prerequisites and corequisites need to be written in clear, concise, grammatically correct 
language and must be tangible to be functional in Banner. Banner is the electronic Student 
Information System that supports student registration, enrollment, and grading. 
 
 All undergraduate course prerequisites will have a default minimum “C” grade, and all 
graduate course prerequisites will have a default minimum “C” grade unless requested 
otherwise by faculty through the course approval process. 
 
The following are prerequisites that can be functional in Banner: 
 

Prerequisite Groupings Accepted by Banner 

Courses or a group of courses 
 Test Scores or a score unique to a group of students (for example an audition score) 

Student standing (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, graduate) 
Credit Hours (30, 60, or 90 increments only) 
Students can be restricted by college, department, campus, or program 

 Special approval of a department chair or faculty member. This prohibits all students from 
registering unless they seek a permit override from the identified person in the course’s 
academic department. 

 
In many cases, the above tangible prerequisites can be connected by “and” requirements as 
well as “or” requirements. For example, a prerequisite can be a “Major in Music and Junior 
Standing.” Additionally, it could be “ECON 2200 or Economics major.” 
 
There are, however, limitations as identified in the chart below. 
 

Prerequisite Groupings not Accepted by Banner 

 Courses/test scores, student standing, college, department, campus, program connected by 
“OR.”  

 Example: Economics major or sophomore standing 



 Special approval connected with any other prerequisite by “OR”  
 Example: Approval of department chair or MATH 1000. 
 GPA connected with any other prerequisite by “OR.”  
 Example: 2.5 overall GPA or NURS 2000 
 Different set of prerequisites for different sets of students.  
 Example: ENGR 2000 for Engineering majors or MGT 3000 for Fashion majors (however, the 

prerequisite of ENGR 2500 or MGT 3000 is programable). 
 
Intangible prerequisites are those requirements a department would like for students to have that 
cannot be coded into Banner. Departments should consider if intangible prerequisites are required 
or recommended. Intangible prerequisites cannot be enforced by Banner, so those that are required 
should be listed as the last sentence of the course description and so that students and advisors 
understand the experience(s) required for the student to be successful in the course.  
 

Examples of Intangible Prerequisites 

High school algebra 
Language proficiency 
Knowledge of computer programming 
Successful completion of an introductory course 
Completion of major requirements 

 
Below are examples of common prerequisite scenarios and how they should be entered in a Curriculog 
proposal. 
 

Common Prerequisite Scenarios 

Single required prerequisite = Course prefix and number. 
Example: ECON 2000. 
Choice of Prerequisites = Course prefix and number connected with an “or.”  
Example: ENGL 1101 or MATH 1101. 
Multiple required prerequisites = Course prefix and number connected with an “and.”  
Example: MATH 1101 and ECON 2000. 
Single prerequisite with multiple choices = Course prefix and number connected with an “or.” 
Example: ENGL 1101 or MATH 1101 or ECON 2000. 
Multiple required prerequisites with multiple choices = Course prefixes and numbers grouped 
together by parenthesis and separated by an “or.”  
Example: (ENGL 1101 and MATH 1101) or (ECON 2000 and AADS 2000 and ASTR 1000) or 
COM 1000. 
Minimum required grade for a single course= Course prefix and number with grade 
requirement. 
Example: Grade of “B” or better in BIOL 2221. 
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Minimum required grade for multiple courses = Course prefixes and numbers with grade 
requirement. 
Example: Grade of “B” or better in BIOL 2221 and MATH 1101. 
Minimum required grade for a single course among multiple choices = Course prefixes and 
numbers with grade requirement. 
Example: A Grade of “C” or better in ENGL 1101 or COM 1000 or MATH 1101. 
Minimum required grade for single course with additional prerequisite courses = Required 
course prefix and number followed by a semicolon and course prefix and number with grade 
requirement. 
Example: ENGL 1101; A Grade of “B” or better in BIOL 2221. 
Minimum required grade for a single course among multiple choices with additional 
prerequisite courses = Grade requirement and a listing of the course prefix and number 
choices. 
Example: A Grade of “B” or better in AADS 1000, COM 1000, or PHYS 1000; MATH 1101. 
Admission to a specific program = Listing name of program. 
Example: Admission to Nursing BSN program. 
Special permission= Explain who can give permission for a student to register for the course. 
Example: Permission of the department chair.  

 
PREREQUISITES AND COURSE REGISTRATION: 
 
Banner is programmed to include the student’s in-progress term when checking prerequisites 
for a course registration. If the student no longer meets the course’s prerequisite after a 
successful registration, Banner does not deregister the student from the course. It is the 
responsibility of academic units to notify and remove students who do not meet prerequisites 
after registration and prior to the beginning of the new semester. 
 
Example: A student taking “Accounting I” in the fall semester registers for “Accounting II” in 
November for spring semester. The “Accounting I” course is a prerequisite for “Accounting II.” Later, 
the student withdraws from “Accounting I” (or fails or receives a below-acceptable grade). Banner 
does not remove the registration for Accounting II automatically from the student’s record. 
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