
COMPONENTS OF A MAJOR 
 
There are two parts of a program that are mandatory for any USG institution: Area F and a 
major field. 
 

Required Components of a Major 

Area F: Per the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia Academic Affairs 
Handbook, Section 2.4.4, Area F must be precisely 18 hours and be composed exclusively of 
1000/2000-level courses. These courses may be prerequisites for other Area F courses 
and/or for major courses at higher levels. Certain programs have Area F curriculum 
guidelines, which are set by the Regents Advisory Council for that discipline and required 
across the University System of Georgia. 
Major Field Requirements: The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 
Academic Affairs Handbook, Section 2.3.1 requires that a baccalaureate degree program 
must require at least 21 semester hours of upper-division courses in the major field and at 
least 39 semester hours of upper-division work overall. The major field should be coursework 
required of all students in the major. The program requirements should be clearly defined 
and separate from concentration credits. Major field course requirements may include 
choices between courses or groups of courses.  

 
There are other aspects of a major that may be included. If these elective components are 
included, they must follow the requirements noted in the chart below. 
 

Elective Components of a Major 

Concentrations: A concentration appears on a student’s transcript. The concentration should 
be an examination of a field in more depth than the student’s major field. A concentration 
should not have more credit hours than a major field. All concentrations must share the 
same major field. 
Track: A track, or other named subset of courses in a program, does not appear on a 
student’s transcript. A track does not count toward the major field requirements unless all 
students take the same track or subset of courses. All tracks must share the same major field. 
Related Studies: Related Studies incorporates content the program has designated as related 
to the major field. In order to identify related studies, programs need to identify the course 
levels and prefixes appropriate to fulfill this requirement. Related Studies can be a list of 
courses, a list of prefixes and/ or levels, but the requirements need to be defined so that they 
can be encoded into the program of study and be eligible for federal financial aid.  

 
Program Elective Options Explained 

Upper Level, Lower Level, or Program Electives can be a list of courses, a list of prefixes and/ 
or levels. Electives need to be defined so that they can be encoded into the program of study 
and be eligible for federal financial aid. A program can have more than one elective option in 

https://www.usg.edu/academic_affairs_handbook/section2/C738/
https://www.usg.edu/curriculum/area_f_guidelines
https://www.usg.edu/curriculum/area_f_guidelines
https://www.usg.edu/academic_affairs_handbook/section2/C731


a program. Program electives may carry such titles as “Math Electives,” “Technical Electives,” 
“English Electives,” and “Guided Electives.” A student might, for example, choose 4 credits in 
Technical Electives from a grouping of courses identified by the program. See the section in 
this guide on “Curriculum Design that can Create Excessive Substitutions” for examples on 
how to identify course groupings that do not require course substitutions. 
Free Electives must be truly free and include any course at any level in the catalog. Programs 
cannot require that certain classes will fall into free or other elective options. It is important 
to be aware that students may already enter a program of study with free elective choices 
already fulfilled. Once a course is placed into free electives in a student’s program of study, it 
cannot be removed.  
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